
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
Living in the Community  - Navigating the Criminal Justice System

Cynthia Carroll, Executive Director



Increased Prevalence

 ASD is a neurological disorder 

 Current prevalence of 1 in 88

 Four times more likely in boys than girls

 Social communication disability

 Range in severity 

 Common mental health disorders include but are 
not limited to:

 Depression

 Anxiety

 OCD
Law enforcement officers, judges, legal, 

correction personnel and first responders will 

come into contact with people with ASD.



Common Characteristics

 Hand flapping or excessive fidgeting – could be 
interpreted as “guilty” or “nervous” tendencies

 Lack of eye contact – could be interpreted as 
being disrespectful

 Increase processing time for language – could be 
interpreted as “uncooperative”, “not paying 
attention” or “being defiant”

 Slurred speech or echolalia – Could be interpreted 
as being intoxicated

 Sensory Overload – Could be interpreted as intent 
to harm, causing use of excessive force



Dangers of Ignorance







Mandatory Training 

 ASD/autism cannot be special interest areas for 

professionals in the  field. 

 Education and Training Modules need to be 

mandatory to have effective reach and 

maximum impact

 Seeking out specialists in ASD to support the 

individual and the system

 Flexibility when possible 

A parent/caregivers worst fear is that their child 

will have a negative encounter with the law; be 

tasered and/or harmed. Ultimate fear is death.



Community partnerships

 Education and training is key

 Parents/caregivers need to educate their 

children

 Law enforcement, corrections and judicial 

personnel need to educate themselves about 

ASD and ways to effectively intervene

 Community based organizations can help as a 

conduit and as community partners



Thank You
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