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Administration of Justice

“Ambiguous Crossroads”: Persons with Mental
Health Problems and the Criminal Justice System




Outline of Presentation e
GlimpsesoHistory s
Criminalization of Persons with Mental Health Problems
. Factors That Lead to Criminalization
- Justice System Dysfunctions
. The Statistics
Reducing Criminalizationnvesting in Supports and Services
. A Sample of Benchmarks and Aspirations

- The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
- The Mental Health Strategy for Canada
- The Canadian Alliance on Mental lliness and Mental Health
- The Criminal Justice / Mental Health Consensus Project
Strategies folmproving the Justice System As Well
. Diversion
. Services and Supports
- Upgrading Police Responses
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Strategies for Improving the Justice System As Well (continued)
. Addressing Pretrial Issues
- Improving the Character of Intrusions on Liberty

Threats to Human Rights: Reinvigorating Criminalization
- Erosion of the Social Safety Net

. More Punitive Approaches to Criminal Justice Policy

. Alternatives to Current Criminal Justice Policy
Conclusion
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Glimpses of History: Ancient Times —_—

Mental illness was often attributeddemonic possessioor as
punishment fosin, sometimes treated by prigdtysicians

There werdharsh methodsof dealing with people thought to have
angered the gods

Mental health problems were also seefoass of witchcraft
requiring persecution

. witchhunts to, sometimes triggered by deviant behaviour and
belief that insanity was due to devil possession
widespread tendenciestieat people brutally
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tendency to housenwanted people together in poor houses
A People with mental illness or disabilities; vagrants; delinquents
poor
earl y 1 Beginmgs ofsepavate facilitiesor people with
mental health problems
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some reformist trends

APussin and Pinel in France: study and medical care; peer
counselling;
ATuke in England: benevol enc
treat ment o (York Retreat)
ADorothea Dix (Massachusetts): publicized cruel treatment anc
lobbied for state hospitals
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But the limited success of the bucolic asylums bred their own
demise

expansion of asylumsconcurrent with upsurge in poverty
associated with economic dislocation
Avaves of asylum building i
HAoopulation of asylums rose quickly
Acomprising people with mental health problems and
Intellectual disabillities
A ading of hope: therapeut |
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The Twentieth-Century —— — /

many instances axtreme abuse or neglect
A Nazi extermination of people with disabilities
A Soviet use of psychiatry to suppress political dissidence
A Involuntary sterilization laws and programs in Alberta
A Montreal depatterning experiments
A Duplessis Orphans in Quebec
A Overutilization of institutions
AdRTreat ment o modal i ties | ater
such as the lobotomy
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