


 



 A fully centralized drafting service 

 Bilingual drafting services to all 

government departments and agencies 

 Legal advice on proposals for and 

drafting of ALL new and amending Acts 

and regulations 

 On-going revision of ALL Acts 



 Last full revision and consolidation of 

New Brunswick legislation was published 

in 1973 

 Statute Revision Project initiated in 2001 

 In 2003 the Statute Revision Act was 

enacted and the Statute Revision 

Manuals were produced 



 Make changes to achieve a uniform 

mode of expression 

 Reconcile inconsistent provisions 

 Revise archaic language 

 Revise language for clarity 

 Improve language to make both 

language versions more compatible 

 



 Staff changes and reductions 

 Staff resources redirected to other 
government priorities 

 Parameters of the project: 

› Not simply a consolidation 

› Mandate to make style and language consistent 
across legislation and between the two 
language versions 

› “Clean-up” up the French versions of the 
legislation 





 Lack of statutory authority 

 External cross referencing issues 

 Uncertainty over how to cite the Acts 

 Alpha-numeric chapter numbers 

 Schedule A – The operative repeal of the 

legislation revised 

 



 Unproclaimed amendments 

 Impact on the various schedules to the 

Table of Public Statutes 

 Changing approaches to language and 

style 

 Impact of criticism of published changes 

on revision work that was still ongoing 

 



To the question, could it be done? The 

answer appeared to be “No” - or was it? 





 

 Hurdles v. Barriers 

 Timing 

 Selecting the first group of Acts 

 Goal – minimize impact of “hurdles” 

identified by the group 



Statute Revision Act 

Section 3 

  3 In accordance with this Act, the 

Committee may from time to time 

prepare, under the General supervision 

of the Deputy Attorney General, a 

revision of any or all of the public Acts of 
New Brunswick.  





External cross references 

Paragraph 4(1)(m) 

  4(1) In preparing a revision, the 

Committee may do any or all of the 

following: … 

(m) make consequential changes to 

other Acts not being revised to 

reconcile them with a revised Act; 

 



Citation of Acts and chapter numbers 

 



Schedule A 

How would one deal with each of the following situations: 

 
1. A base Act included in an edition of the Revised 

Statutes that consequently amends an Act that is not 
included? 

2. A base Act not included in an edition of the Revised 
Statutes that consequently amends an Act that is 
included? 

 

3. An Amending Act or an Act Respecting that includes 
both Acts that are included and not included in an 
edition of the Revised? 

 







 Unproclaimed amendments 

 Impact on the various schedules to the 

Table of Public Statutes 

 Changing approaches to language and 

style 

 Impact of criticism of published changes 

on revision work that was still ongoing 

 



 Deposited with the Clerk of the 

Legislative Assembly – May 13, 2011 

 Proclaimed into force – September 1, 

2011 

 137 Acts 

 



 Includes: 

› Supplement – 7 amending Acts 

› New format for Table of Public Statutes 

 An Act Respecting the Revised Statutes, 
2011, S.N.B. 2011, c.20 – amended 21 
Acts 

 An Act to Amend the Interpretation Act, 
S.N.B, 2011, c.19 

 




