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• What is a wearable?
• What information are we talking about?
• Privacy and policy issues raised by wearables.

Outline 



• Electronic devices that you “wear” that are used 
for communication, data creation/collection or 
both.

• Often have limited storage capabilities, so often 
data is stored in another device or with a 
service provider.

What are wearables?



Different form factors – Watches



Different form factors – Watches

Pebble watch



Different form factors - Watches

Garmin 
GPS 
runners’ 
watches



Different form factors – cameras

Looxcie 
Camera



Different form factors - cameras

Taser Axon 
Flex Camera



Different form factors – camera watch

Samsung Galaxy 
Gear Watch



Fitness bands

FitBit



Fitness bands

Nike 
Fuel Band



Multi-function fitness wearables

Basis
Band



Shoe sensors

Nike + iPod 
Sport Kit



?

Sproutling



Smart contacts

Google[X] 
Smart contact 
lens for 
diabetes 
management



Platforms

Google 
Glass



What data do they generate?



What data? – Basis Band



What data? – Basis Band



What data? – Basis Band



What data? – Google maps opt-in



GPS + Heart rate monitor



Privacy and policy issues



• Because you can …
• “Quantified self” –

– if you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it
– Self-discovery, self-actualization

• Tendency to record everything in one’s life

Why? What’s driving this trend?



Zomg! Panic!

• New technologies that 
may be disruptive or 
cause unease often lead 
to 
– Techno-panic…

– Worst case scenarios…

– Calls for law reform …

• Disasters almost never 
come to pass 





• Remember the panic about 
camera phones …
– In workplaces?
– In locker rooms and change 

rooms?
• Did it come to pass?

Recent techno-panic





• Calm down, take a deep breath
• Remember, our privacy laws are technology-

neutral and are intended to be applied to a 
diversity of technologies

• Go back to first principles

To do



• What is really different?
• Subtract the new technology and think about

– What information is being collected?
– By whom?
– Under what circumstances? 

First principles …



• Technologies are not subject to privacy laws … 
technologies and tools are neutral.

• Can be used for good or evil. 
• Statutes … Collected, used and/or disclosed in 

the course of commercial activities
• Torts … Intrusion upon seclusion … “highly 

offensive”?

Privacy analysis



• Digital data trail – digital exhaust
• If it exists, it can be produced, discovered, etc.

But …
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