
Does Canadian Case Law 
Include a Right to Know 
One’s Genetic Origins?



Pratten v. BC (AG) 2012 BCCA 480 

- Claim by sperm donor offspring
- Charter s. 7
- Charter s. 15



Cheskes v. Ontario (AG) (2007) 87 O.R. 
(3d) 581 (SC)

- Adoption identifying information
- Claim by 3 adult adoptees and one birth parent
- Charter s. 7 right to liberty



Watters v. White (Quebec CA) [2012] 
Q.J. No. 906 

- Doctor’s obligation to inform family members of    
genetic disorder
- Civil law
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