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INDIGENOUS LAWS AND JUSTICE SYSTEM
AN AKWESASNE JUSTICE SYSTEM
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AKWESASNE

• Divided by International border

• Further divided by Quebec and Ontario borders

• Not contiguous to mainland Canada, surrounded by the International Seaway

• People have a right to have their disputes heard and resolved.

• A justice system based on cultural values

• Based on historical relationship with the King of England of mutual respect









• Collaboration with CIAJ

• Collaboration with McGill University

• Collaboration with Queens University

• Collaboration with Debwewin initiative (jury duty in Ontario)

NOTES



Identity Crisis

“In order for people to think, they need some facts to 
help them.  In order to govern themselves well, they 
must know their own history, laws and court cases 
and decisions. …

If you cannot govern yourselves to 

your own satisfaction, there are 

always those who are willing to 

govern you to their own satisfaction.”

Ernest Benedict

War Hoop, May 1, 1941
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